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These are surely no less deserving of our protection than
the feeble in body. To take advantage of the feebleness of
intellect of one already on the borderland of insanity to
annihilate by hypnotic suggestion the little remnant of
reason and will-power that remains to him is equivalent to
destroying a feeble, defenceless, or injured life. The gift
of reason and free-will is our most cherished possession, and
I maintain that we have no more right to deprive a human
being of this gift for the sake of supposed ulterior advan-
tages than we have to destroy human life for the supposed
benefit of the human race.-I am, Sir, yours faithfully,
Royal Avenue, S.W., Nov. 22nd, 1909. J. FOSTER PALMER.
A STATE DEGREE IN MEDICINE: ONE
PORTAL TO THE PROFESSION.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-In your report of the speeches at the Lord Mayor’s
Day dinner at the Apothecaries’ Hall you say the "Senior
Warden advocated the establishment of a State University of
Medicine as the single method of entering the profession, but
Sir Douglas Powell pointed out that a one-faculty university
was a contradiction of terms." On this point I would
suggest that if a charter were granted to a State university
with teaching powers (where advantageous) it certainly
would not remain long with one faculty.
I cannot but think that the plan put forward by the two
Royal Colleges has very little chance of success. They can
scarcely hope for the assistance of either the Faculty or the
Senate of the London University and must therefore rely
upon the Royal Commission recommending Parliament to
compel the Senate to make such alterations in the University
examinations as may coincide with the views of the authorities
of the two Royal Colleges. The only alternative suggested
by the Colleges is the possibility of combining with some
other existing university. I cannot look upon this alter-
native as one to be desired and naturally think that my
suggestion, with perhaps some slight modification, would be
a much preferable alternative and a more feasible scheme to
be put before the Royal Commission.
I am, Sir, yours faithfully,
Leyfields Wood, Ashampstead, Nov. 24th, 1909. A. T. NORTON.
ON RADIUM IN THE TREATMENT OF
CANCER
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-In THE LANCET of Nov. 13th Mr. Butlin gives some
cases of cancer treated by radium, in which the condition of
the blood is not alluded to. It would have been of the
greatest interest if we could have had a record of the con-
dition of both the red and white cells before treatment, while
local improvement was going on, and afterwards when the
ulcerations had broken out afresh. The cases are not of the
kind in which one would expect very marked blood change,
but it might have been sufficiently noticeable to make it
appear at least possible that, had injections of iron and
arsenic been given at the same time, results might have been
better.
When we know the effect on the blood in cases of cancer
treated by X rays or radium, and if it turn out, as seems
likely, that the improvement is entirely local, the blood not
being materially affected, we may by judicious combination
of X rays or radium and injections of iron and arsenic cure a
greater number of cases than is at present possible by means
of one or other line of treatment. Personally, I should be
very grateful to anyone who can supply me with any informa-
tion as to the result on the blood in cases of cancer treated
by radium or X rays.-I am, Sir, yours faithfully,
London, W., Nov. 25th, 1909. SKENE KEITH.
THE TREATMENT OF CHRONIC ULCER
OF THE LEG.
To t7te Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-Among the various treatments suggested for this
oondition I see no mention of the simplest and, in my experi-
ence, by far the most effective--i.e., by’exposure to the air.
For some years I have treated all my cases in this way, and
.have obtained far quicker and more lasting healing than by any -
other method. In winter the rest of the limb must be kept
warm and in summer the wound must be protected from
flies by a cradle covered with gauze. I have also found the
same treatment most effective for burns of limited area and
lacerated wounds which refuse to heal.
I am, Sir, yours faithfully,
Uekfield, Sussex. Nov. 22nd, 1909. E. H. SWEET.
MALARIAL FEVERS IN INDIA.
REPORT ON THE CONFERENCE APPOINTED BY THE
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA.
(FROM A SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT.)
(Concluded from p. 1549.)
Cunclusions and Recommendations.
THE conference concluded its sittings at Simla on Monday,
Oct. 18th. The conclusions and recommendations have
been drawn up under the following main headings:
1. Scientific investigation. 2. The agency by which investi.
gations should be made. 3. Practical measures : (a) extirpa.
tion of mosquitoes ; (b) quinine treatment and prophylaxis;
(0) education ; and (d) finance.
The following is a summary of the details under the first
heading (scientific investigations). It is recommended that
arrangements should be made for the immediate systematic
investigation of (1) distribution of malaria ; (2) (a) its
epidemiology and endemiology, including relation to meteoro.
logical and physingraphical conditions, and (b) the life
history of malaria-bearing mosquitoes ; and (3) the physio-
logical and therapeutical action of quinine and other remedies
for malaria. It is recommended that vital statistics should
in future be compiled by smaller units than at present to
prevent the true distribution of malaria being obscured, and
that tests of registration work should be introduced in
selected areas conducted by a special staff, carefully super-
vised. Special attention should be directed to non-endemic
areas to ascertain the reasons for such immunity.
As to the investigation agency (2), it is recommended that
a local organisation should be established in each province
to work in consultation with the central scientific committee
to be appointed by the Government of India to direct and
coordinate investigations. An annual meeting of the central
committee and a delegate from each organisation to be held
at a convenient centre to review the work done and prepare
a programme for future work.
The practical measures (3) are divided into four sections.
The first relates to the extirpation of the anopheles mos-
quitoes, as to which continuous investigations are recom-
mended to ascertain how this can best be done at a cost not
prohibitive. Among the measures for the extirpation of
mosquitoes the conference make recommendations as to
(1) drainage, including the restriction of wet cultivation in
the vicinity of towns, if likely to breed mosquitoes;
(2) oiling with petroleum of small collections of water
which contain the larvas of anopheles mosquitoes and cannot
be filled up ; and (3) introduction of fish into collections of
water if inquiry shows that this will check the breeding of
anopheles mosquitoes. The second subsection adopts the
conclusion of a subcommittee formed of members of the
conference which recommended that quinine should be
given in the form of sulphate or hydrochloride for adults
and in a palatable form for children. Quinine should be
available in tablets of five grains each, which is the proper
prophylactic dose for adults. The agency for quinine dis-
tribution should, in addition to postmasters, include all
grades of officials. Special efforts should be made to induce
private vendors to engage in the business and a liberal com-
mission allowed. The educated classes should be invited to
organise means for spreading a knowledge of quinine among
the lower classes. As further measures to disseminate know-
ledge, moveable camps, itinerant dispensaries, leaflets and
advertisements, especially in the vernacular press, and
instruction in all grades of schools are proposed. The free
distribution of quinine as a prophylactic is recommended
only in cases of severe epidemics (with exceptions left to the
discretion of local governments) and in the case of school
children in malarial tracts during the malaria season. ,
On the suggestion of Sir H. Risley it is proposed that a
committee of officials and non-officials to be chosen.by
